
What solar power can do for you 
 
Solar power isn’t just an experiment anymore, and it is coming to a residential complex 
near you! 
 

 

While it can be expensive to retrofit a multiunit residential building, commercial solar systems are 
becoming more affordable, as proven just last month in San Diego, where Quince Park Apartments 
upgraded to a solar energy system that improves operating costs for properties and contributes to 
environmental health. 
  
One option for a solar-power system is virtual net metering, which allows the owner of a multi-tenant 
residential property to designate what percentage of the property’s total metered output of solar 
energy will be allocated to each resident’s account. The energy collected from the solar panels 
associated with the apartment or condo building is distributed to the individual units, and energy 
credits are allotted to those units. Any unused credits can be rolled over to the following billing cycle, 
and residents using less energy receive lower electric bills. By working closely with the energy 
provider, solar systems can be customized to create very low-cost energy expenditures for the entire 
building. 
  
What if you are in a low sun-exposure setting? Is this whole conversation irrelevant? Not at all! 
  
Pilot projects are under way globally to develop enhanced solar power collection, pushing the 
technology forward in the solar photovoltaic sector. For instance, Apple® is expanding on its success 
in California, Nevada and North Carolina, building two solar power projects in China in a joint venture 
with SunPower to connect solar cells that collect energy assisted by parabolic mirrors to the power 
grid. Parabolic mirrors angle sunlight onto collection cells that otherwise wouldn’t have access to 
enough light. The mirrors can be built to rotate for maximum effectiveness. The Chinese systems 
demonstrate that solar collection “farms” can be installed on land that is used for other purposes, such 
as agricultural farming. 
  
It truly appears that the sky is the limit in this evolving field. It’s worth a look at the affordability and 
adaptability of this earth-friendly technology for your apartment or condominium business, especially 
if you are planning a property-wide refurbishment. Coverage for equipment breakdown and 
replacement costs as technology improves rapidly are both important considerations. Some insurance 
companies even have policies that deal with energy credits that can be lost if there is damage to solar 
energy systems, thereby costing you money on replacement energy sources. 
  
If your multiunit residential building has already employed solar energy, we’d love to hear your 
experiences so the broader commercial residential community can learn from your mistakes and 
successes. The smarter we get, the more we as multiunit residential property managers and owners 
can contribute to society. So we invite you to “enlighten” us on your solar power integration! 
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